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Greetings Canaveral Section Members, 
 

Congratulations to this year’s Tal Webb award 
winner, William C. Dowdell.  Bill began working at 
Kennedy Space Center in 1979 as a chemical analysis 
technician and in Space Shuttle Vehicle Engineering for 
Lockheed Space Operations as an Environmental Control 
and Life Support Systems engineer.  In 1989, he went to 
work for NASA in the Shuttle Operations Directorate as a 
NASA Test Director (NTD).  He was promoted to Landing 
and Recovery Director (LRD) in 1990 where he managed 
the efforts of the Landing and Recovery team for all Shuttle 
landings.  For STS- 39, on short notice from the flight 
director, he mobilized the back-up landing team at KSC to 
support the May 1991 landing that was diverted from 
Dryden Flight Research Center. This effort also led to the 
Space Shuttle Program becoming more comfortable with 
KSC landings, an option that was exercised for STS 43 in 
August of that same year.  In addition to his LRD duties, 
Mr. Dowdell was certified to serve as the NTD for daily 
operations as well as emergency management of hazardous 
operations at the Orbiter Processing Facilities and launch 
pads.  As a result of his performance and dedication, he was 
promoted to Shuttle Test Director (STD) in 1993.  He 
served as the STD for the successful launch of 10 Space Shuttle Missions.  In May of 1996, he 
left the Shuttle Operations Directorate to go to work for the Space Station Hardware 
Integration Office as the Element Manager for 4A, the P6 Power Module. He took on the 
Element Manager position for Element 3A, the Z1 Truss, in 1998.  Bill managed a team of 
engineers that followed the development of this hardware at various vendor sites across the 
country and effectively maintained offices in Canoga Park, California and at KSC in order to 
provide the ISS Program with the best possible insight as to progress and problems in the 
development phase for both qualification and flight hardware.  Beginning with the successful 
launch of Element 3A, Mr. Dowdell has served as the KSC Launch Manager for all Space 
Station and Shuttle payloads, with responsibility for the Payloads launch team.  He chairs all 
KSC Payload Readiness Reviews including Certification of Flight Readiness and assures that 
Space Station processing at the Kennedy Space Center is successful. 

Florida Institute of Technology will be hosting their Design Showcase on April 3rd 
this year.  The Design Showcase displays both Junior and Senior design projects and offers 
outside industry a chance to judge the senior design projects.  This opportunity offers the 
students a chance to see how folks working in their particular field rate their work.  
Ultimately, the goal of any engineering institution is to prepare their students to perform well 
in the workforce and the Design Showcase allows the students to receive feedback from 
engineering professionals.  More details about this event can be found in the calendar of 
events.  If you are interested in judging at this event, see the registration details on the 
following sheet. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
J.D. VanGilder 
Canaveral Section Chair 

A Newsletter of the Canaveral Section of ASME International 
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Date Event Location Event Type RSVP 
Date 

Event Coordinator/Contact 

April 3rd 
Senior Design 

Showcase Florida Tech Technical March 27th 
Stephanie Hopper 
shopper@fit.edu 

April 
Senior Design 

Presentation Dinner 
Florida Tech 

Dinner 
Presentation 

TBD 
J.D. VanGilder 

vangilderj2@asme.org 
(321) 729-2678 

�

	
 
Florida Tech is looking for engineers to judge the Florida Institute of Technology’s Student projects 
on Friday April 3 rd from 11-4 PM.  Lunch will be provided.  There are 4-8 projects in each major.  
Each judge can only do one major.  Judging criteria and Forms will be provided by the College of 
Engineering.  If you are interested, please contact Stephanie Hopper with the following information: 
 
Judge Name_________________ 

Contact information_____________ 

Area you would like to judge.  Please indicate a primary and back-up. 

�  Chemical Engineering 

�  Electrical Engineering 

�  Computer Engineering 

�  Mechanical Engineering 

�  Aerospace Engineering 

�  Marine and Environments systems 

�  Ocean Engineering 

�  Software Engineering Computer Science 

�  Civil Engineering 
 
Please send the information to Stephanie Hopper  shopper@fit.edu  or Fax – 321-674-7270 

�
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BRPH Cos. Inc., a locally based architectural, engineering and construction–services firm with offices in Florida, South 
Carolina, and Georgia, will soon move into its new headquarters building in Palm Shores, a short distance from its 
current office in Melbourne.  BRPH will lease the top two floors of the four–story, 70,000–square–foot Meridian Center, 
or half of the total space in the $8 million facility that is being built on a six–acre site across from the Indian River 
Lagoon.  BRPH designed the building and is the general contractor. The office complex is owned by Meridian 
Properties Group LLC, and is believed to be the first office building in the region to be certified under the U.S. Green 
Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) program.  

LEED certified buildings use resources, such as energy, building materials, and water, more efficiently when 
compared to conventional buildings.  LEED certified buildings also strive to create healthier work and living 
environments, which contributes to higher productivity and improved employee health and comfort. 

Source – Brevard Business News 
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Thanks to our sponsors! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�103 Brookhill Drive 
Cocoa, Fl 32926 


