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Upcoming Event: 
 

Seminar and Dinner  
Featuring Distinguished Lecturer:  

Charles Amann, Principal Engineer, KAB 
Iowa State University Memorial Union 

Gallery Room 
 

Tuesday, October 7, 2003 
 
 
Register by October 3rd at: 
www.asme.org/sections/centraliowa/ 
 
Schedule of Events: 
4:00-5:00 PM-Featured Lecture "Gliding On Air" 
5:00-6:00 PM-Social Hour 
6:00-7:00 PM-Dinner (Choice: Beef, Turkey, Ham) 
7:00-8:00 PM-After Dinner Topic "Propulsion For 
Private Transportation-Horses to Engines-Fuel Cells?" 
 
Registration:  $ 19 Professional, $ 3 Student Members 
 
Ames area map and Lecturer information is provided 
on page 2.  
 

Upcoming November Event: 
Thursday, November 13,2003 

Joint meeting ASME, SAE, ASAE, and SME in 
Waterloo Iowa. 

Featured Theme: “Integrating Electronics into 
Mechanical Systems and or Products”  

 
For more Information and Registration visit: 
www.hickory.freezope.org/events/20031113 
 

Chairman’s Corner 
 
Well, where has the summer gone?   It seems like 
just yesterday our family was planning a June 
vacation to Colorado, and other fun summer 
activities.  I also was looking forward to the summer 
“slowdown” that would allow me to clean up my desk 
at work, and catch up on some technical reading.   If 
you’re like most of the people I know, the summer 
never slowed down, the desk is still messy, and now 
we are pitched into high gear for fall!    
 
Just because life is going at 150 mph, doesn’t mean 
you have to miss the exciting activities ahead for the 
ASME Central Iowa Section!  Our new officers met in 
July to plan out a great calendar of meetings, starting 
with the outstanding seminar/ dinner meeting in 
Ames on October 7.  In November, we will join forces 
with SAE, ASAE, and SME in Waterloo for a great 
seminar/ dinner meeting.  We are finalizing plans for 
a February meeting in Williamsburg, a March 
meeting in the Des Moines/ Ankeny area, and a May 
meeting in the Cedar Rapids/ Waterloo area.   
 
Our section has openings for officers and meeting 
organizers posted on our site, and would love to have 
you join us!  Please contact me to find out more! 
 
Looking forward to seeing you on October 7th! 
 

Steve Ephraim, 2003-4 Section Chair  
ephraimstephenr@johndeere.com   
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Directions to Iowa State University (for non-football fans) 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

About Distinguished Lecturer Charles A. Amann 

Mr. Amann is Principal Engineer of KAB Engineering, where he conducts studies of automotive engines and their 
energy sources.  He retired from a 42-year career at the General Motors Research Laboratories as Research Fellow. 
At General Motors, he worked on the design, development, and analysis of a variety of alternative power plants. For 
many years, Mr. Amann headed the Engine Research Department, with responsibility for directing research on spark-
ignition and diesel engine emissions, fuel economy, and exhaust after treatment. 

Mr. Amann has written over 60 technical papers and articles, and has been awarded 18 patents. He has been invited 
speaker at conferences in Europe and Asia, as well as North America. He has taught engineering courses at Wayne 
State University and the Universities of Minnesota and Arizona, and has been a guest lecturer at Michigan State 
University for over 20 years. 

Mr. Amann is a Life Member of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, a Fellow of the Society of Automotive 
Engineers, a member of the Sigma Xi Scientific Research Society, and has been elected to the National Academy of 
Engineering. His honors from ASME include the Richard S. Woodbury Award, the Internal Combustion Engine Award, 
and selection as the 1992 Soichiro Honda lecturer. He has twice received the Arch T. Colwell Award for technical 
papers from SAE, and in 2001 received its Forest R. McFarland Award. The Institution of Mechanical Engineers has 
awarded him the James Clayton Prize. 

Mr. Amann graduated from the University of Minnesota in 1946 and earned the M.S.M.E. degree in 1948. In 1991, his 
alma mater granted him its Outstanding Achievement Award. 
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2003 ASME International Mechanical 
Engineering Congress and Research 
Development and Design Conference 

 

 
 
Don’ t forget to register for the 2003 ASME 
International Mechanical Engineering Congress and 
RD&D Expo! 
 
The 2003 Congress will be held in Washington, D.C. at 
the Marriott Wardman Park and the Omni Shorham 
Park hotels. 
 
All technical sessions, registration, publication sales 
and the RD&D Conference will be held at the Marriott 
Wardman Park Hotel.  All other meetings or events 
will be held at the Omni hotel. The program overview, 
registration hours, ticket, travel and hotel information 
can be found at asme.org/Congress03 

Diversity Action Grants Available 
 
Through its Diversity Action Grants (DAG) 
Program, the Board on Diversity and Outreach 
(BDO) provides funding for innovative ASME 
Student Section projects that support diversity and 
work to increase the participation of under-
represented minority groups and women in the 
student sections and in the mechanical engineering 
profession.  
 
Grants ranging from $500 to $1,500 are awarded 
on a competitive basis each year.  The deadline for 
submitting applications for the 2003-2004 DAG 
Program is November 1, 2003. Additional 
information may be found at 
http://www.asme.org/communities/diversities/bdo/
dag.html. 
 
 
 

Young Engineers Forum 
Sunday, Nov. 16, 2003 

 
Effective Presentations and Communication in the 

Workplace. 
 
Join the 23rd Young Engineers Forum in 
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REGISTER TODAY! 

www.asme.org/yef/23/program.html 
 

ADVANCE $25, ON-SITE $30
 
This special event is held in conjunction with the 
2003 ASME International Mechanical Engineering 
Congress and RD&D Expo. (Separate registration 
is required to attend). 

Come Celebrate 100 Years of Flight! 
 
To commemorate the centennial of the Wright 
Brothers’  first flight 100 years ago, ASME will hold a 
special Plenary Session at this year’s Congress at the 
Marriott Wardman Park hotel on Sunday, Nov. 16 from 
5:45 to 7PM.   
 
The session will feature a panel of aviation industry 
leaders. 
 
A reception will follow the program, at which time an 
honorary medal will be presented to the descendants of 
Orville and Wilbur Wright. 
 
For more information, log on to: 
www.asme.org/events/flight/mesupp.shtml  
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Grants Available, First-Come, First-Serve 
 
The Board on Diversity and Outreach's Partners in 
Mechanical Engineering (Partners) Program 
provides grants to ASME Sections for innovative 
projects and activities that support collaboration with 
local sections or chapters of organizations that 
support women and underrepresented minority 
groups in engineering.  Grants are awarded on a 
first-come, first-served basis and range from $500 to 
$1,000, depending on the size and scope of the 
activity.  
  
Applications for Partners grants may be submitted 
throughout the year. For additional information, go 
to 
http://www.asme.org/communities/diversities/bdo/pa
rtners.html 

How to Shine in the I nterview 
by Marilyn Borysek 

 
Most job seekers understand the value of doing their homework before an interview, yet few actually take 
time to investigate their prospective employer.  To distinguish yourself from the competition, be well versed 
on company facts and the business. 
 
Investigate Your Prospective Employer  
Check out the company website, use search agents to research the industry, and contact the company directly 
for information (try the Communications & Marketing department). If you are a bold job seeker, consider 
arranging a 10-minute informational interview by phone with a current employee in the department in which 
you are interested. 
 
Know Company Facts 
Out-shine the competition by going that extra mile and doing your homework – be able to demonstrate 
company knowledge on the following:  
1. Demographics (history, size, culture, etc.)  
2. Products & services offered (core strengths)   
3. Markets (B-to-B or consumer market and target audience) 
4. Competitors (who’s the industry leader and why?) 
5. Headlines (know if and why the company has been in the news) 
 
For additional career resources and tips, visit the JobCoach located on ASME’s Career Center at 
www.asme.org/jobs. 

Student Activity Calendar 
 
Oct. 1 Rail Transportation Division Scholarship 
 
Oct. 1  Renewal deadline for 2003-2004 ASME 
Student Membership 
 
Oct. 15  Application deadline for winter/spring 
student loans 
 
Oct. 21 2003-2004 Graduate Teaching 
Fellowship - application deadline 
 
Oct. 24-25 Fundamentals of Engineering Exam 
 
*  Attend your Regional Student Leadership 
Seminar  
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ASME Launches Anti-Spam Service 
 
ASME is providing a new junk mail filtering service to 
protect your “@asme.org” forwarding address.  We 
have contracted this service for our members from a 
top provider of email security services.   
 
We are providing this service to our members in 
response to the growing problem of unsolicited email 
messages.  It has been reported that as much as 70% of 
all new email is classified as spam.  If you are a 
member who has an asme.org email alias, then you 
have already have been activated. 
 
At this time, only addresses with the asme.org domain 
can be registered for this service.  To create your 
ASME email alias, visit the “Members Only”  site at 
www.asme.org. Approximately one week after your 
alias has been established, you will receive your 
account information and temporary password.  
 
For more information, please contact 
junkmail@asme.org.  
 

2004 ARTHUR L. WILLISTON AWARD CONTEST 
 

THE WILLISTON AWARD IS PRESENTED ANNUALLY BY ASME 
TO THE STUDENT ENGINEER OR RECENT GRADUATE WHO AUTHORS THE BEST ACCEPTABLE 

PAPER IN THE AREA OF CIVIC SERVICE 
 
TOPIC AREA: The Future Role of Mechanical Engineers in Bioengineering 
 

ASSIGNMENT:  The rise in biological applications of engineering has been dramatic, with several of the major 
biomedical advances of the last decades having a distinctly mechanical engineering base.  Indeed 
some undergraduate engineering programs now include a required course in biology as a first 
step toward preparing students for careers in which physics and chemistry are not the only basic 
sciences of importance to engineering applications. Some engineering colleges are forming new 
departments either in bioengineering, which focuses on the application of engineering principles 
to the study and control of biological processes, or in biomedical engineering, which applies 
these processes to improving health and human welfare. A recent study commissioned by ASME 
entitled “The Convergence of the Life Sciences and Engineering” provides a snapshot of the key 
forces changing and shaping engineering practice.  There is clearly a growing role for mechanical 
engineers in this shift to engineering that is more biologically centered and the 2004 Williston 
Paper topic is meant to elicit your views on what this might be. 

 
DEADLINE: Papers must be postmarked by February 15, 2004 or they will be returned. 
 


