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Greetings Canaveral Section Members,

Congratulations to this year's Tal Webb
award winner, Charles B. Mars. Charlie graduated
from Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN, with a
bachelor’s degree in Electrical Engineering in
1958. He spent 4 ¥ years with Martin Orlando
designing ground support equipment for the
LaCrosse and Pershing missile systems before
coming to NASA in 1963. His hardware
experience covers Mercury, Gemini, Command
and Service Module and the Lunar Module,

Skylab, Shuttle Vandenberg activation and the
Space Station programs. He has held the positions
of lead power and Sequential Engineer, Power and
Sequential systems Supervisor, Chief Project
Engineer for Launch Operations, Chief of the
Shuttle Project Office, Activation Chief for
Vandenberg representing both KSC and the Shuttle
Level Two Program Office, Manager of Operations
and Logistics for the Space Station Program office
in Reston, Virginia, Director of Mission Assurance
at KSC, and Deputy Director of Safety and Mission
Assurance.

Charlie Mars joined the U. S. Space Walk of Fam& Q&) in 1999 as a volunteer
member. He understood the demanding task of gettimdprints of the Astronauts that was
started in 1992 with the Mercury Astronaut handgtinThanks to Charlie’s dedication, the U.
S. Space Walk of Fame now has the most completaf sstronaut handprints in the world.
In March 2001, Charlie was unanimously elected iBess of the U. S. Space Walk of Fame
Foundation by the Board of Directors. Under hadkership SWOF has continued gathering
the names and contributions of the average spadeergo SWOF now has a listing of over
14,000 former and present space workers. In 20B4rlie implemented a long-standing
SWOF goal of opening a Space Workers Museum. Tiseom is now located at 4 Main
Street, Titusville adjacent to the Space View Rarkitusville where the Mercury and Gemini
memorials are displayed. He is currently orgamjzire development and installation of the
Apollo Memorials that will be completed in SpacesWiPark in 2009.

On a different note, Florida Institute of Technolagll be hosting their Design
Showcase on April4this year. The Design Showcase displays bottoduamid Senior design
projects and offers outside industry a chancedgéguthe senior design projects. This
opportunity offers the students a chance to seefbliws working in their particular field rate
their work. Ultimately, the goal of any engineerinstitution is to prepare their students to
perform well in the workforce and the Design Shosecallows the students to receive
feedback from engineering professionals. Moreidesdout this event can be found in the
calendar of events. If you are interested in jodgit this event, see the registration details on
the following sheet.

Best Regards,

J.D. VanGilder
Canaveral Section Chair
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103 Brookhill Drive
Cocoa, Fl 32926

Thanks to our sponsors!




