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Greetings Canaveral Section Members, 
 

June marks the end of our fiscal year which means it is time 
for officer elections.  I have been proud to serve as the Canaveral 
Section Chair over the past three years, but will not be in the 
running this year.  Growing work responsibilities requiring a good 
amount of travel will not allow me to effectively coordinate events 
and section activities.  I will remain an active member and 
participate as often as possible, but not at the level that I have in the 
past. 

The Canaveral Section has always been a strong section 
containing 300+ members working at various companies along the 
Space Coast.  Have you ever wanted to tour a local company to see 
what kinds of projects or products they develop?  Do you want 
professional development courses?  Do you have a topic of interest 
that you would like to learn more about?  All of these activities can 
be planned and presented to the section as a whole and there is no 
better way to make this happen then to be a committee member 
making the call on what events come to life in your section.  I 
encourage you to think about your career goals and where ASME 
can help with those goals.  There are numerous committee 
positions and each one plays an important role in making the local 
section function to best serve the engineering community. 

A list of the current committee members is listed on the 
following page.  I encourage you to look at the list of opportunities 
and see if there is a position that you are interested in volunteering 
to fill.  Contact me if you are interested in becoming a committee 
member.  I have to submit the list of officers by June 30th.  I look 
forward to hearing from you. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
J.D. VanGilder 
Canaveral Section Chair 
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2008-2009 2009-2010 POSITION 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME LAST NAME FIRST NAME 
Executive Committee Officers       

Chair VanGilder John   
Vice Chair Brace Ken   
Treasurer Judd William   
Secretary Bain Edward   

Other Support Committee Chairs       
Bd of Diversity & Outreach Rep       
College Relations       
Government Relations       
History & Heritage       
Honors & Awards       
Industry Relations Brace Ken   
Member Interests       
Membership Development Seigel Scott   
Minorities & Women Hopper Stephanie   
Newsletter Editor Epler Christopher   
Nominations       
Past Chair Moriarty Thomas   
Prof. Practice & Ethics       
Pre-College Education       
Professional Development Seigel Scott   
Programs       
Public Information       
Satellite Programs       
Section Special Assignment       
Scholarship       
Technical Activities       
Member At Large       
Unemployed Member Coord.       
Webmaster Chasar David   
Young Engineers Programs        

	
		
 

 
Nominations for the Canaveral Section 

2009-2010 Program Year 
Executive Committee 

 
 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be considered for one of these positions 
please feel free to contact me at your earliest convenience to have them added to the list. 
Note the name and position of the person being nominated; send your nomination and 
vote to vangilderj2@asme.org  Officers must be selected and submitted to ASME 
International by June 30th.  Please don’t hesitate to nominate and vote for a candidate 
of your choice. 
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NASA recently embarked on a node-naming campaign for the International Space Station’s new living quarters by 
asking its online audience to vote for the module’s new name by choosing on of four NASA-approved options 
(Earthrise, Legacy, Serenity, and Venture), or by making their own suggestion.  Soon after the poll was opened, 
Stephen Colbert of Comedy Central became a contest contender by urging his television show fans to enter his last 
name into the public contest.  “Colbert” was the winning name, beating “Serenity” by over 40,000 votes. 

In the end, NASA opted to name Node 3 “Tranquility”.  This July, it will be 40 years ago that Apollo 11 made its historic 
landing in the Sea of Tranquility on the moon’s surface. 

But NASA has provided Stephen Colbert with a consolation prize – NASA is naming its new Space Station treadmill 
the “Combined Operational Loan Bearing External Resistance Treadmill”, or COLBERT.  Steven has been invited to 
Florida for the launch of COLBERT, and to Houston to see and tryout an astronaut training treadmill.  NASA has even 
issued a patch immortalizing COLBERT. 

Colbert may actually be lucky with his association with the treadmill.  Late last month, new agencies were reporting 
that NASA was floating the idea of naming a new Space Station toilet after Stephen. 

This is not Colbert’s first comical association with the ISS.  In October 2008, video game designer Richard Garriott 
paid $30 million for a ride to the Space Station on a Soyez spacecraft.  Richard flew toting a “time capsule” hard drive 
that included, among other things, the digitized DNA of Stephen Colbert.  "In the unlikely event that Earth and 
humanity are destroyed, mankind can be resurrected with Stephen Colbert's DNA," Garriott said in a statement. 
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Thanks to our sponsors! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�103 Brookhill Drive 
Cocoa, Fl 32926 


