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May, 2009 Newsletter 
 

Message from the Chair  
 
The April Meeting for ASME consisted of a tour of Paxton and Vierling Steel.  Nearly 
20 people participated in the tour. A special thanks to Mark Holland and the rest of 
the Paxton and Vierling team for providing an excellent tour of their fabrication 
facility. 
 
The March PD course was a huge success, one of the most popular and well 
attended PD courses held by the Nebraska section in it’s history with 81 attendees 
from all over the area and many different employers and organizations.  The 
success of this event will help the Nebraska Section fund further scholarships and 
student competitions into the future. 
 
May brings an evening professional development course on insulation, hosted at 
HDR.  See the information posted in this newsletter for more details.  Prior to the 
meeting, the UNL Mini Baja Car, and 2009 Power Drive cars from North and 
Louisville High School will be outside the North Entry Door at HDR from 6:30 PM to 
7:30 PM for members to look at and ask questions about the cars and the different 
programs. 
 
The Nebraska Section of NSPE is hosting their Annual Golf Tournament, the details 
are attached in this newsletter as well. 
 
We are currently soliciting nominations for ASME Ne braska Section Executive 
Council members for the 2009/2010 year. If you are interested or know anyone 
who might possibly be interested, please notify us.  We are always in need of 
help in conducting our business and making our loca l section one of the best 
in the United States. 
 
Gary Ruhl 
ASME, Nebraska Section Chair. 
 
2008-2009 ASME Nebraska Section planned program is as follows: 
 
June – NSPE Golf Outing 
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On Tuesday, May 19 th, 2009, the Nebraska Section of the ASME will spons or the following presentation by Ron 
King of the National Insulation Association.  The p resentation will be held at HDR’s Omaha Office at 7 :00pm 
(Location Map on next page.)   Prior to the meeting , the UNL Mini Baja Car, and 2009 Power Drive cars from North 
and Louisville High School will be outside the Nort h Entry Door at HDR from 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM for mem bers to 
look at and ask questions about the cars and the di fferent programs.   
Please note that there is no charge for attending t his presentation.  HDR has graciously agreed to pro vide the 
facilities and dinner at no charge.   Please contac t Bill Madden at (402) 533-1757 or w.madden@purac.c om if you 
plan to attend by Friday, May 15 th, 2009.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

                                                                          

Insulation, the Forgotten Technology 
For Energy Conservation & Emission Reduction 

In the Industrial, Commercial, HVAC & Mechanical Se gments of the Construction Industry 
The story of how mechanical insulation can improve your business and benefit the economy and the 

environment. 
 

You may think you have heard this story before, but now you can get the “rest of the story.” Insulation is the 
“Rodney Dangerfield” of the construction industry and especially among energy conservation and emission 
reduction initiatives. It is truly a proven and time tested but undervalued and under appreciated technology. Did 
you know that insulation is applied but rarely engineered? Did you know that it is estimated that between 10% & 
30% of all installed mechanical insulation is damaged or missing? “Why Insulate” is a simple but yet complex topic 
with multiple components. Insulation can reduce energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions; increase 
your available carbon credits, be an important part of sustainable design initiatives, be part of your safety program, 
increase manufacturing productivity; eliminate or at minimum reduce corrosion under insulation, control 
condensation and mold growth and provide an unrivaled return on your investment so why is it a “Forgotten 
Technology”? This presentation provides evidence as to the “Power of Insulation” in the new construction, 
renovation and maintenance arenas when designed, installed and maintained properly, including a live 
demonstration of the most comprehensive evolving web-based resource, and its free, developed for mechanical 
insulation in decades. The demonstration will include a review of an on-line instantaneous energy and emission 
calculators and a host of other beneficial engineering online calculators. Usually what sounds too good to be true, 
isn’t. That is not true in this case. You need to get the “rest of the story 

There has never been a more important time to think  about insulation differently . 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Presentation will provide interactive     
discussion on a variety of subjects such as: 

·  Energy Conservation    
·  Process Control 
·  Condensation Control and Mold 

Prevention 
·  Moisture Intrusion and Corrosion Under 

Insulation (CUI) 
·  Reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
·  Safe Work Environment  
·  Work Place Environment – Improvements 
·  Sustainable Design Technology 
·  Life Safety 
·  Return on Investment Opportunities 

Attendees will receive:  
·  A comprehensive Energy Management 

Software Program 
·  A list of available resources   

·  A subscription to the insulation industry 
premier publication, “Outlook” 
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Ron King 
His 40 year tenure in the industry has provided him insight and practical knowledge in the fragmented insulation and 
construction industry. He recently retired as the Chairman, President and CEO of one of the nation’s largest diverse 
insulation and specialty distributors. He is a past President of the National Insulation Association (NIA), the Southwest 
Insulation Contractors Association and the World Insulation and Acoustic Organization. He has been honored with 
“President’s Award” or three different occasions from two associations. He currently is a consultant to NIA or a variety of 
outreach and educational initiatives. 
 

National Insulation Association (NIA)  
NIA is a fifty year old trade organization whose members specialize in contracting, distribution – fabrication and 
manufacturing of mechanical insulation for industrial, mechanical and building applications, refractory applications, 
environmental remediation and other related services 
 
 
 
 

Location: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. 
Omaha office 
8404 Indian Hills Drive 
(one block south of Dodge at 84th Street) 
 
When you arrive at HDR, please park on the north 
side of the building in the west lot.  Enter through the 
glass double doors.  Since this is a secured building, 
someone will assist you in where you need to go for 
class. 

 
  

 
 

Scholarship Winners 
 
The Nebraska Section of ASME awards a total of $5,000 each year to high school and college 
students.  The funds for this scholarship are raised through your continued support and participation 
in our two Professional Development courses each year.  The Nebraska Section of ASME is proud to 
announce the following scholarship winners: 
 
Jessica C. Blunk, ASME Nebraska Section High School Senior Scholarship 
 
College Student Recipients 
 
Sean M. Hayes, South Dakota School of Mines and Technology 
Even W. Hilgemann, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Ryan McCormick, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Moses A. Muci, South Dakota School of Mines and Technology 
Alex Nykamp, Dort College 
Lisa Robinson, South Dakota School of Mines and Technology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    
 
    

   Nebraska Section 
   sections.asme.org/Nebraska 
   May, 2009 

 
 
 

 
 
 

2009 
NSPE GOLF OUTING 

The Knolls Golf 
Course 

11630 Sahler Street 

 

 

Location:  The Knolls Golf Course is one of Omaha’s  finest 18-hole regulation 
golf courses. It is located at 11630 Sahler Street near 120 th and West 
Maple Road. 

Format: The format of play will be a 4-person Texas  Scramble. 
Date:  Friday June 5, 2009. 
Time:  12:00 Noon Shotgun Start. Arrival time is 11 :30 for hole 

assignments and rules. Individual Mulligans will al so be on sale for 
$5.00 (or 3/$10.00). These will be available only u ntil start time. 

Registration:  Send your registration and payment t o NeSPE, c/o Lamp, Rynearson 
& Associates, 14710 West Dodge Road, Suite 100, Oma ha, NE 
68154. Please note any preference for team placemen t on your 
registration. Registration will be limited to the f irst 100 players, so 
get your money in as soon as possible. 
For questions or information call Brett or Crystal @ (496-2498). 

Cost:  $55.00 per person ($220.00 per team).  
 
 

 

Name _________________________________  Phone______ ____________________ 
 
Name _________________________________  Phone______ ____________________ 
 
Name _________________________________  Phone______ ____________________ 
 
Name _________________________________  Phone______ ____________________ 
 
Team Captain Address_______________________________ ____________________ 
            
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Fax #________________ 
 
Would you like to be a $100.00 Hole Sponsor? Check One Yes___ No___ 
 
Amount Enclosed _____________  
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Engineering in the Global Market:  
Keys for Success 

 

 
Please join us for the 2009 ASME Annual 
Meeting, which will be held from June 14-17 at the 
Desert Springs JW Marriott in Palm Desert, 
California. The conference theme “Engineering in 
the Global Market: Keys for Success,” will 
highlight strategies for business productivity and 
success in the world marketplace.  
 
The featured plenary sessions at the ASME 
Annual Meeting, covering global engineering 
topics, will be moderated by Andrew W. Reynolds, 
deputy science and technology advisor to the 
Secretary of State, U.S. Department of State. 
Topics include: 
 
·  “Winning Strategies for Global 

Engineering: Products, Processes and 
Productivity,”  featuring speakers from 
Chevron Corporation, Air Liquide Engineering 
& Construction, Toshiba Corporation and 
Caterpillar Production System 
 

·  “Global Partnerships and Collaborations: 
Best Practices and Lessons Learned,”  
featuring speakers from 
Westinghouse/Toshiba, Black & Veatch 
Corporation and Shell International Exploration 
& Production, Inc.  

 
·  “Enhancing Your Knowledge of Global 

Trade: Codes and Standards as a Gateway 
to Global Markets,”  featuring speakers from 
ASME, Pebble Bed Modular Reactor, LTD, 
Gas Authority of India, Ltd, Bureau Veritas UK 
Limited and Japan Atomic Energy Research 
Institute, Japan Society  
of Mechanical Engineers 

 
In addition, the ASME Annual Meeting will feature 
a wide range of seminars concerning engineering 
talent, education, intellectual property, codes and 
standards, immigration, engineering issues in the 
developing world and global supply chain 
management. The event will also provide 
numerous professional development opportunities 
for engineers and other technical professionals.  
 
To register for the event, or for more information, 
visit the 2009 Annual Meeting website.  
 
 

ASME Y14.5 - 2009 Now Available 
 

ASME has announced that its Geometric 
Dimensioning and Tolerancing (GD&T) standard, 
ASME Y14.5 – 2009, has been revised and is now 
available for purchase.   
 
The ASME Y14.5 – 2009 standard, an essential 
communications tool for top engineers worldwide, 
has undergone its first revision in more than 15 
years. It includes important changes that better 
suit the needs of the 21st century engineer. 
Changes that address the concept of feature 
design, surface boundaries and axis methods of 
interpretation are included among others. 
 
The revised standard is now available for 
purchase on ASME’s online catalog. The site also 
offers discounts on related GD&T standards, 
personnel certification, handbooks and training 
courses to aid engineers in understanding the 
language of GD&T. 
 
For more information on ASME Y14.5, visit: 
http://go.asme.org/gdt. 
 

ASME Turbo EXPO 2009! 
Meeting Complex Global Challenges 

Presented by the International Gas Turbine Institute 
 

 
 
Plan to attend ASME Turbo Expo 2009 from June 
8-12, at the World Marriott Resort in Orlando, Fl, 
where thousands of gas turbine professionals will 
meet to gather insights, learn about critical 
achievements in the industry and network with 
colleagues around the world. 
 
The highlights of the conference include: 
 

·  A five-day technical congress, the world’s 
leading gas turbine technology 
conference; 

·  A three-day premium exposition of gas 
turbine products and services supported 
by leading companies in the industry 

·  In-depth workshop providing fundamental 
study on selected subjects 

 
Online registration for Turbo Expo 2009 is now 
open. To register by fax or mail, please visit 
http://www.asmeconferences.org/TE09/ConfRegis
tration.cfm for more information 
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ASME To Launch New Nuclear 
Seminar Series in June 

 

This June, senior level executives from all areas 
of the nuclear power industry will convene in 
Atlanta, Ga. to share their expertise and to 
provide success factors for the nuclear 
renaissance during ASME’s new Nuclear 
Technical Seminars program. 
 
The new program, entitled, “Blueprint for the 
Nuclear Renaissance,” which will take place from 
June 22-23  
at the J.W. Marriott Buckhead, was developed as 
a forum for engineers to learn about design, 
construction, startup and operation for the next 
group of nuclear power plants from leading expert 
in the nuclear industry. 
 
The five in-depth seminars will examine the 
industry’s newest trends and will be led by more 
than 30 nuclear power professionals from 
organizations such as Areva, Bechtel, Exelon, 
Sandia National Lab and Westinghouse. 
 
One of the seminars, Nuclear Power Plant 
Design, will provide an overview of the steps 
required to produce the design necessary to 
purchase, fabricate and construct a nuclear power 
plant.  The program will also feature an opening 
plenary session, “Success Factors for the Nuclear 
Renaissance,” which will offer an overview of the 
opportunities and challenges facing the next 
generation of U.S. nuclear power plants. 
 
For more information on the ASME Nuclear 
Technical Seminars, visit 
www.asmeconferences.org/nuclear09 or contact 
Jennifer Delda, program manager, at 212 591 
7108 or deldaj@asme.org. 

Global Engineering Management 
Conference (GEMC): Tackling Today’s 
Management Challenges 
 

The fast pace of technological change, 
globalization and the softening of the world 
economy have exerted many changes in the 
engineering profession. Developed by the ASME 
Management Division and refined by leaders in 
industry, the Global Engineering Management 
Conference (GEMC) will bring together mid-career 
engineering managers from key industries. With a 
focus on knowledge from best-in-class 
organizations and an emphasis on hands-on 
experiential learning, the GEMC will provide both 
technical and economical value for those who 
participate. The four conference tracks are as 
follows: 
 

·  Managing New Technology 
·  Managing & Developing Engineers 
·  Supply Chain Management within the 

Global Market 
·  Managing Your Ecological Footprint in the 

Energy & Environmental Era  
 
Programming will consist of technical sessions, 
continuing education unit (CEU) accreditation 
tutorials, structured networking events, and other 
innovative knowledge and professional exchange 
forums.  
 
To learn more and register, please visit the 
special Web site at: 
http://www.asmeconferences.org/gemc09 
 

ASME Awards FIRST Clarke Scholarships to Aspiring M echanical Engineers 
 

 

ASME President Thomas Barlow (center) poses with 
Levi Leppke (left) of Midland, Va., and Samuel Pace 
Nalbone, of Allentown, NJ, recipients of 2009 ASME 
Auxilary FIRST Clarke Scholarships. The awards were 
presented during the FIRST Championship competition 
in Atlanta, Ga, recently. Katelynne Baier, of Centerburg, 
Ohio, was also awarded a scholarship but did not 
attend.  
 
The FIRST Clarke Scholarship is awarded by the ASME 
Foundation and Auxiliary to a high school senior active 
on FIRST team and who plans to enroll in an ABET-
accredited mechanical engineering program upon 
graduation.  


