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STL March 2007 Event 

March 16th, 2007 

St. Louis City MuseumSt. Louis City MuseumSt. Louis City MuseumSt. Louis City Museum    

Family NightFamily NightFamily NightFamily Night    

Please join us for a fun filled evening at the St. Louis City 
Museum. Bring the whole family. Housed in the 600,000 
square-foot former International Shoe Company, the CITY 
MUSEUM is an eclectic mixture of children's playground, 
funhouse, surrealistic pavilion, and architectural marvel made 
out of unique, found objects. The brainchild of internationally 
acclaimed artist Bob Cassilly, a classically trained sculptor and 
entrepreneur, the museum opened for visitors in 1997. 
Artisans have constructed the museum from the very stuff of 
the city; and, as a result, it has urban roots deeper than any 
other institution. Reaching for reclaimed building materials, the 
CITY MUSEUM boasts features such as old chimneys, bridges, 
construction cranes, bank vaults, architectural pieces, and even 
two airplanes! 
The point is not to learn just facts, but to say, 'Wow, that is 
wonderful'. 

 
Date: Friday evening, March 16, 2007. 
Time: 6:00 pm to 9:00 p.m. 
Location: St. Louis City Museum, 701 North 15th Street, St. 
Louis, MO 63103  [Parking lot is on 16th St.] 
 

Cost: $6.00/person for admission to the City Museum, 
This is 50% off the regular price. Optional additional 
$5.00/person at the door for admission to the World Aquarium 
inside the museum. 
For an additional $8.00 each you may have all the pizza you 
can eat, a drink, and a cookie before starting out on your 
exploration of the musuem. Kids 3 and under eat free. 
 
Reservations are required:  Deadline is Wednesday March 
14th 2007. Make reservations by calling James Campbell, 
VanSeal Corp. 618-283-4700 X260 or email reservation to 
jim.c@vansealcorp.com. Please indicate how many in your 
party will be joining us for the pizza buffet. 
Directions: see map on next page. 
Coming from the North, take I-70 east. Exit onto Broadway. 
Turn right on Washington Ave.. Turn Right on 16th Street. 
Coming from the West, take hwy 40/I-64 east. Take the 14th 
Street exit. Turn left on 14th Street. Turn left on Washington 
Ave. Turn right on 16th Street. 
Coming from the South, take I-55 north or I-44 east. Take the 
downtown Memorial Drive exit. Turn left on Washington Ave. 
Turn right on 16th Street. 
Coming from the East, (Poplar Street bridge), take hwy 40/I-64 
W/ I-55 S/ I-70 W. Take the the Memorial Drive exit. Turn Left 
on Washington Ave. Turn right on 16th Street. 
Parking: Car and van parking is $3 in the lot at 16th & Delmar 
(enclosed by serpents). Additional parking is available across 
Delmar (at 15th Street) for $2. Street parking is metered. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASME St. Louis Section website http://sections.asme.org/stlouis 
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Message from the ChairMessage from the ChairMessage from the ChairMessage from the Chair    
 

Please join us at the next 

ASME-STL Board Meeting 

6:00 p.m.  Thursday, March 8th 

at Laclede Street Bar and Grille 

3818 Laclede Avenue 

near Saint Louis University Campus 

Nominating Committee 

A nominating committee has not been elected yet.  Nobody 
voted. 

ASME–STL Section Programs for the 

year 2006-2007, 

Angela Berring – Vice Chair 
April tour of Alberici Corporation's "green" headquarters 
building: 

  
Alberici has transformed a circa-
1950’s brick office building and 
large metal fabrication shed into 
a “green” Class A office space 
and campus.  This facility is 
unique since it has been 
designed and constructed to 
satisfy the U.S. Green Building 
Council’s (USGBC) Leadership 

in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED®) Platinum criteria, 
satisfying six categories defined as:  Sustainable Sites, Water 
Efficiency, Energy and Atmosphere, Material and Resource, 
Indoor Air Quality and Innovation.  Platinum is the top (of 4) 
certification levels.  If you’ve been on I-170 just south of I-70, 
it’s the building with the large white wind turbine on the east 
side of the highway. 
Get your taxes done early and come see how they’ve done it.  
We’ve arranged for a tour of Alberici Headquarters at 8800 
Page Avenue in Overland, MO. 
Date:  Monday April 16th, 2007 
Time:  5:00 PM 
Location:  8800 Page Avenue, Overland MO  63114 
Reservations:  Required by Thursday April 12th (so enough 
tour guides can be arranged) by calling the event captain, 
Betty Bowersox, at 314-965-0312 or e-mail to 
bowersoxb@asme.org.  Leave a message that states the name 
of the people attending, and a phone number where you can be 
reached if necessary. 
Directions:  From I-40 take I-170 North to Page Avenue/Mo-D 
exit 4.  Turn right (east) on Page.  Alberici is right there across 
from Beltway Drive.  There is visitor parking, and we’ll meet at 
the lobby for the start of the tour. 
 

 
ASME newsletter Human Powered Vehicle event : 
The Human Powered Vehicle team from University of Missouri 
Rolla announces the HPV competition dates for this spring. 
  
The West Coast date is April 13-15 at the NASA Ames Lab in 
Mountain View, CA The East Coast Comp. is May 11-13 at 
University of Central Florida in Orlando, FL 
 
Thanks so much!   
Whitney Anne Joseph 
PS.  People can check out UMR website for results and design 
center webcam (to watch us build till competition..) at 
http://web.umr.edu/~umrhpv/index.htm. 
 

Map to St. Louis City Museum, Mar 16th: 

 
 

Passing 

Earlier this week, former ASME chairperson George Ostroot 
died.  George worked for Monsanto for 39 years after being a 
bomber crew member and P.O.W. during WW II, and was very 
active in the St. Louis Section and Region VII for many years.  
He went through the officer chairs, being Section Chairman in 
in 1969-70.  I believe George was about 85, and had attended 
only a few meetings in recent years.  He was a really good, 
easy going, intelligent guy, with a dry sense of humor, and will 
be missed by all of us who knew him.  We want to put this note 
in the section newsletter mentioning his passing away. 
(courtesy of John Saufnauer). 
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from the president 
A Midyear Update  
So many good things are happening this year to help us adapt 
to the major organizational and strategic changes that we set in 
place in 2005. I would like to use this opportunity to share my 

excitement about these good things. 
 
Among our success stories this year, 
the Design Engineering and 
Bioengineering divisions collaborated 
to launch the new Journal of Medical 
Devices. The first issue went out 
ahead of schedule last November. 
Congratulations to all those who have 
enabled this progress to happen! 
 
 

Terry Shoup 
ASME continues its involvement in micro- and nanotechnology 
systems, co-sponsoring a conference and exhibit this past 
January in China, in partnership with the Chinese Mechanical 
Engineering Society. This is exciting, cutting-edge technology 
and the conference took place in an area of the world that is 
experiencing amazing technological growth. Congratulations to 
all those who have contributed to our early successes in this 
important new area. 
Approved last November, ASME recently opened its Asia-
Pacific LLC in China, to help us be more effective with our 
presence in that region of the world, particularly in Codes and 
Standards, conformity assessment, continuing education, and 
other programs. We hope to have more to report on this 
important development in the coming year. 
Currently underway are several studies on improving 
communications, re-energizing our community and technical 
unit structures, and furthering our future outlook through 
environmental scanning. The resulting recommendations, 
mostly due this spring, will testify to the great cooperation 
between volunteers and staff in keeping us moving forward, 
consistent with our vision and mission, along the strategic 
objectives we have established. 
The ASME Financial Accounting and Information Reporting 
(FAIR) Task Force completed its assignment this February, and 
their recommendations are incorporated in our FY08 budget 
process. The recommendations of this task force will help us 
implement a full-cost accounting system, providing us with true 
expense data and helping us make better leadership decisions. 
The task force has done an outstanding job, and I can highlight 
a few points here: 
First, something we have known for a long time: We need to 
recover many of the overhead expenses that ASME incurs. 
This requires a good deal of understanding and agreement 
among ASME units, about the true cost of operating ASME. 
Historical allocations for general and administrative expenses, 

for example, had previously never been allocated to units. The 
task force recommended that, before passing along these 
allocations to already subsidized programs and activities, they 
should be reviewed annually for reasonable benchmarks and 
consistent approaches. 
Second, after extensive review of its revenues and expenses, 
the Services Sector should continue its goal of generating net 
revenue above expenses for most activities, particularly in the 
areas of publishing, conference management, and marketing 
and sales. 
The task force recommended that some portion of member 
dues should support our magazine, Mechanical Engineering, 
as the flagship publication of ASME. The task force also 
recommended that all remaining member dues go to the 
general fund as has been done in the past. 
The FAIR task force also suggested that, where appropriate, 
ASME consider a royalty arrangement to provide incentives for 
the creation of additional intellectual resources. This 
arrangement could encourage innovation and could help us 
instill and maintain an entrepreneurial spirit. 
The Board of Governors and the Committee on Finance and 
Investment will continue to monitor the use of existing custodial 
funds. Identifying best practices in the use of these funds is an 
important discussion at all levels of leadership in the Society. 
As ASME's financial reporting improves, we have seen 
improvements in our budgeting process. ASME continues its 
positive financial performance, having a good year reported at 
the end of June 2006 and a midyear projection of a positive 
year at the end of June 2007. Our membership size, which has 
been level for many years, is now seeing modest increases in 
students, in young engineers (ages 35 and under), and in non-
U.S. members. New revenue growth is also increasing outside 
North America. This growth results from our intentional areas of 
improvement targeted by our Balanced Scorecard objectives. 
The need for ASME to be innovative and entrepreneurial 
extends to all of our Society's units. We are using ASME's 
positive growth and performance to provide expanded support 
for ASME's many unit-planned events and activities, whether 
they are section meetings, student forums, division 
conferences, or some other venue. Many of our ASME units 
are having great success. We are expanding support for 
sharing these successes with other units. ASME will be 
budgeting and implementing additional support for sections, 
student sections, and technical units in the coming year. We 
are clearly focused on added support for ASME's Knowledge 
and Community (K&C) Sector. 
Our successes are visible in many areas. Through our VOLT 
Academy and our Leadership Training Conference, ASME is 
exploring and sharing ways to support our volunteer leaders in 
their many roles throughout our Society. Through our use of the 
Balanced Scorecard, we are now doing a better job of aligning 
all of our activities with our mission and strategic priorities. 
Through our environmental scanning process, we are now able 
to anticipate future challenges better than ever before. Through 



ASME St. Louis Section News    page 4    March 2007 

our Strategic Priorities Grant Program, we are able to 
encourage and fund innovation and creative progress. Through 
our Innovative Technologies Institute, ASME is able to be more 
responsive to the changing needs of society and the world. 
Through our new organizational structure, ASME is now able to 
be more agile and more creative in an operating environment 
that presents rapid changes in technology and new possibilities 
for collaboration. 
The truth is, the future of ASME looks very bright for the days 
ahead. Our successes are a result of the vision, dedication, 
hard work, and cooperation of both volunteers and staff. 
Important work remains to be done. The days ahead will hold 
interesting challenges and exciting opportunities for our 
profession. Together we can continue this progress on behalf 
of a world that really needs what engineers have to offer.  
— Terry Shoup 
ASME President 2006–2007 
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